Christ Church News
M arch 26, 2009

ORGAN INSTALLATION GOES FORWARD
At the regularly scheduled Vestry meeting on
March 16™ your Vestry voted unanimously to
proceed with the Loft construction and organ
installation. For more “Vestry Briefs” see page 3.

The Electric Epilog is a weekly publication of Christ
Church Episcopal. Ideas, articles, and suggestions
may be submitted to the church office at:
secretary@christepiscopallv.org. The deadline for
the Thursday publication of The Electric Epilog is
12 noon on Wednesday.

THE ELECTRIC

EPILOG

THE NUMBERS

Attendance at Saturday Mar 21 5:00 pm 20
Attendance at Sunday March 22 8:00am 68
Attendance at Sunday Mar 22 10:30am 123
Pledge Receipts $5389
Receipts required to meet current

expenses $15,000
Alleluia Campaign Receipts* $13,224

*With construction beginning soon, if anyone can
pay their Alleluia Campaign pledge ahead it will
certainly help.

This week at Christ Church

Friday 3/27 7:00 pm Board Room Friends & Family of Incarcerated Persons
Saturday 3/28 8:45am Board Room Bible Study

3/28 10:00 am Parish Hall Roving Workshop by Bishop Dan

3/28 5:00 pm Main Church Vigil Mass

3/28 6:00 pm Chapel American Catholic Church
Sunday 3/29 8:00am Main Church Holy Eucharist

3/29 8:00 am Parish Hall Gift Shop

3/29 9:15am Board Room ECW

3/29 10:30am Main Church Holy Eucharist & Baptism

3/29 12:30 pm Main Church Romanian Orthodox Church

3/29 5:00 pm Parish Hall Lenten Soup Supper cancelled

Monday 3/30 12:00 pm Warden Office Warden Meeting

3/30 7:00 pm Parish Hall Alcoholics Anonymous
Tuesday 3/31 9:00 am Sunday School #2 Arts and Crafts

3/31 9:00 am Guild Room Church Staff Meeting
Wednesday 4/1 10:00 am Sunday School #3 Bible Study

4/1 11:30 am Main Church Stations of the Cross

4/1  12:05pm Main Church Holy Eucharist

4/1  4:30 pm

4/1  7:00 pm Choir Room

Parish Hall/Kitchen

Amazing Grace Dinner
Choir Practice

Click on this link for past issueshtp://www.christepiscopallv.org/enotes/lister.php
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Community Outreach

The Treasure House needs your gently used
clothing, kitchen supplies and anything else in
working order. Donations are normally
accepted on the third Sunday of every month
however donations are also accepted during
normal business hours of 10:00 am to 3: 00
pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Saturday. Last year Treasure House made
donations totaling $44,000.00. Staff at
Treasure House is made up of volunteers from
Christ Church, Grace in the Desert and
Epiphany. The staff is most appreciative of
your donations.

A “Senior Health Seminar” will be held
Saturday April 4" from 10:00 am to 12:00
noon at the UNLV Paradise Campus
Auditorium Room 133. (SE corner of Tropicana
and Swenson across from Thomas and Mack
Center). Learn how to protect your own
health. Free blood pressure checks from 8:00
am to 9:30 am.

AFAN is getting ready for the AIDS WALK LAS
VEGAS 2009. Help us in the fight against
HIV/AIDS here in southern Nevada. Join
thousands of people on April 19, 2009 as we
take to the streets to support those living with
this disease. Together we can make a
difference.

AFAN is Nevada's oldest and largest AIDS
service organization. Providing more than 24
years of service to our community

For more information please visit
www.afanlv.org.

Congregation Ner Tamid, 55 N. Valle Verde
Drive in Henderson has invited members of
Christ Church to be their guests as they
celebrate Passover with an inter-faith family
Seder. It will be held beginning at 6:00 pm
Saturday April 4™ at their Temple. Please call
Beth Bowman at 702-239-4998x205 for
reservations.

Electric Epiloqg

The International Order of St. Luke the
Physician will hold an informational
meeting on April 6" at 7:00 pm in the
Christ Church Board Room. Persons
interested in this very important
healing ministry are welcome to
attend.

We need....

Two, preferably tall, members of the
congregation (either male or female) to
help drape the cross on Maundy
Thursday. Some training may be
required. If you can help please call the
church office at 735-7655.

Upcoming Events

Baptisms will be conducted during the
Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 11 at
8:00 pm. Anyone wishing to be
baptized at that time should contact
the church office at 735-7655.

Bishop Dan Edwards will hold a special
Holy Eucharist on Maundy Thursday
morning April 9™ at 11 am. The
purpose is to bless the chrism for use in
parishes the rest of the year. We plan
to have coffee and a light snack
afterwards.

A sign-up sheet for Maundy Thursday
Vigil is located at the chapel entrance.
Mark Reinert, a member of our parish
family will speak of his experiences on
the streets of Las Vegas and his call

from God at Summerlin Presbyterian
Church on April 28 at 10:30 am.

Previously announced, Hard Hat
Sunday will be Sunday April 19. There
will be only one service that day at 9:00
am. After the service and “Ground
Breaking Ceremony,” we will have a
Hawaiian luau to welcome Fr. and Mrs.
O’Neill.
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Vestry Briefs

The Vestry of Christ Church held its monthly meeting
on March 16, 2009. The meeting was called to order
at 6:35 pm with Fr. O’Neill offering the opening
prayer. At this meeting all decisions were made
either by consensus or unanimous votes. Actions
included the following:

Budget Ratification

Treasurer, John Maloney presented the 2009 Budget
and reviewed each budget line with the vestry. Ann
Seay, Parish Administrator, provided historical data
where necessary. The 2009 bare bone budget comes
in at $575,218. The projected shortfall for 2009 is
$107,4109.

Stewardship

To date, we have a pledged amount of $277,000.
Pledges continue to come in.

Construction update

The vestry accepted the Schantz redesign of the loft.
The original design did not accommodate the needs
of the choir. The redesign will also allow either the
organ Trumpet-en-Chamade, to be added and/or the
Tuba. It was unanimous that we go forth with the
loft construction.

The kitchen is clean. Kudos’ were given to Travis
Smith on the completion of his Eagle Scout Project.
Hard Hat Sunday

Hard Hat Sunday is scheduled to be held on Sunday,
April 19, 2009. At that time we will welcome and
celebrate the blessings we have received from
accepting Fr. O’Neill as our interim rector, and the
presence his wife Maria.

Huntridge Teen Clinic

Huntridge Teen Clinic has requested office space for
potential expansion. The space will be used for the
UNLV School of Dentistry off-site office. The vestry
embraced the exploratory stage of the project.
Christ Church is the founder of the Huntridge Teen
Clinic.

People of Christ Church in the News

e All Saints’ Episcopal Church will present
“Requiem” by Gabriel Faure’ on Sunday March
29th at 5:30 pm.
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People continued...

Featured musicians include Alice Hohenthaner,
our retired organist and Martha Gronemeier,
daughter of Lee and Dorothy Hubbard of Christ
Church’s choir. In addition, Kim DelLibero who
played the harp at Christ Church’s 100"
Anniversary Celebration will be featured.

Service Schedule at Christ Church

March
Saturday 3/28 5:00 pm
Sunday 3/29 8:00 am
10:30 am
April
Wednesday 4/1 Stations 11:30 am
12:05 pm
Saturday 4/4 5:00 pm
Wednesday 4/8 Stations 11:30 am
12:05 pm
Maundy Thursday 4/9 11:00 am
Maundy Thursday 4/9 7:00 pm
Good Friday 4/10 7:00 am
Good Friday 4/10 12:00 pm
Holy Saturday 4/11 10:00 am
Easter Vigil 4/11 8:00 pm
Easter Sunday 4/12 8:00 am
10:30 am
Wednesday 4/15 12:05 pm
Saturday 4/18 5:00 pm
Sunday 4/19 8:00 am
10:30 am
Wednesday 4/22 12:05 pm
Saturday 4/25 5:00 pm
Sunday 4/26 8:00 am
10:30 am
Wednesday 4/29 12:05 pm



Page 4 Electric Epilog

A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of the Episcopal Church meeting in Hendersonville,
North Carolina, March 13-18, 2009 to the Church and our partners in mission throughout the world.

| have learned to be content with whatever | have. | know what it isto have little, and | know what it is to have
plenty. Inanyand all circumstances | have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of having
plenty and of being in need. | can do all things through himwho strengthens me.

--Philippians 4:11b — 13

As the House of Bishops gather at the Kanuga Camp an@@oné Center for our annual Spring Retreat, we
are mindful of the worsening financial crisis around us.rééegnize there are no easy solutions for the
problems we now face. In the United States there is arg@@¥ction of overall wealth, a 26% reduction in home
values and a budget deficit of unprecedented proportions. Uoyamgnt currently hovers at over 8% and is
estimated to top 10% by the end of the year. There @e8omillion homes in America that are in foreclosure
Consumer confidence is at a 50-year low.

Unparalleled corporate greed and irresponsibility, pregdemding practices, and rampant consumerism have
amplified domestic and global economic injustice. Tloda impact is difficult to calculate, except tiiae

poor will become poorer and our commitment to continue auk woward achieving the Millennium
Development Goals by 2015 is at great risk. A specteranfdeeeps not only across the United States, but also
across the world, sometimes causing us as a peopledi@ ifre Gospel imperative of self-sacrifice and
generosity, as we scramble for self-preservationcultare of scarcity.

The crisis is both economic and environmental. The draigligrips Texas, parts of the American South,
California, Africa and Australia, the force of hurriesthat have wreaked so much havoc in the Caribbean,
Central America and the Gulf Coast, the ice storidentucky—these and other natural disasters related to
climate change—result in massive joblessness, driving dgnabproduction costs up, and worsening global
hunger. The wars nations wage over diminishing naturatiress kill and debilitate not only those who fight in
them, but also civilians, weakening families, and destroyiadand. We as a people have failed to see this
connection, compartmentalizing concerns so as to narithem and continue to live without regard to the care
of God's creation and the stewardship of the eartlésiress that usher in a more just and peaceful world.

In this season of Lent, God calls us to repentancehdVe too often been preoccupied as a Church with
internal affairs and a narrow focus that has absorbdddur energy and interest and that of our Communion —
to the exclusion of concern for the crisis of suffgrboth at home and abroad. We have often failed tkspea
compelling word of commitment to economic justice. Weehaften failed to speak truth to power, to name the
greed and consumerism that has pervaded our culture, arave/éolo often allowed the culture to define us
instead of being formed by Gospel values.

While our commitment to the eradication of extreme pivrough the eight Millennium Development Goals
moves us toward the standard of Christ's teaching, we e@xertheless often fallen short of the transfoiona
to which Christ calls us in our own lives in order to Imere fully into the Gospel paradigm of God's
abundance for all.

Everyone is affected by the shrinking of the global eaond-or some, this is a time of great loss—Iloss of
employment, of homes, of a way of life. And for thestvulnerable, this "downturn” represents an emergency
of catastrophic proportions. Like the Prodigal who corodsg senses and returns home, we as the people of
God seek a new life. We recognize in this crisis an inenanto a deeper simplicity, a tightening of the bat,
expanded Lenten fast, and a broader generosity. Godidatiumercy and forgiveness meet and embrace us,
waiting to empower us through the Holy Spirit to facedbming days.
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In a time of anxiety and fear the Holy Spirit invitestahiope. Anxiety, when voiced in community can be
heard, blessed and transformed into energy and hope,idpabiied, swallowed or hidden, fear and anxiety can
be corrosive and lead to despair. We Christians claatjoly and hope emerge for those who have the courage
to endure suffering. In his letter to the Romans, St. §aes so far as to boast of his suffering, because
"suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces charatieraeacter produces hope, and hope does
not disappoint us because God's love has been poured irftearts through the Holy Spirit that has been
given to us." Our current crisis presents us with oppdiésnio learn from our brothers and sisters of faith i
other parts of the world who have long been bearerspd hrothe midst of even greater economic calamity.
We can also learn from our spiritual ancestors, whoddabamselves in an economic and existential crisis that
endured for forty years — on their journey from Egyptsta¢l. While they groaned in Egypt, they murmured at
Sinai — at least at first. And then after their groaneognplaining and reverting to old comforts of idol worship,
they were given Grace to learn and understand whatditevianted to teach them.

They learned that they needed the wilderness in oodecbover their nerve and put their full trust in Godd-a
to discover their God-given uniqueness, which had been rubl@dduring their captivity in Egypt. They
adopted some basic rules that enabled them to liveamanunity of free people rather than as captives or
slaves — the God-given Ten Commandments. And perhapsmpastantly, our spiritual ancestors discovered
that the wilderness is a unique place of God's abundadcmigacle, where water gushed out of a rock and
manna appeared on the desert floor — food and drink miracylonmstided by God.

As we go through our own wilderness, these spiritual &mcealso point the way to a deep and abiding hope.
We can rediscover our uniqueness — which emerges frooothwction that our wealth is determined by what
we give rather than what we own. We can re-discavenna — God's extraordinary expression of abundance.
Week by week, in congregations and communities around tHd,wor common manna is placed before us in
the Eucharist. Ordinary gifts of bread and wine aregulain the altar, and become for us the Body and Blood
of Christ, which, when we receive them, draw us evarendleeply into the Paschal mystery of Christ's death
and resurrection.

As our risen Lord broke through the isolation of theigies huddled in fear for their lives following his
suffering and death, so too are we, the Body of Chrigdce break through the loneliness and anxiety of this
time, drawing people from their fears and isolation thiescomforting embrace of God's gathered community
of hope. As disciples of the risen Christ we are giy#ts for showing forth God's gracious generosity amd fo
finding blessing and abundance in what is hard and difficuthis time the Holy Spirit is moving among us,
sharing with us the vision of what is real and valuedad'&world. In a time such as this, Christ draws us
deeper into our faith revealing to us that generosity brimksigh distrust, paralysis and misinformation. Like
our risen Lord, we, as his disciples are called torlistethe world's pain and offer comfort and peace.

As we continue our Lenten journey together we place eart$ in the power of the Trinity. The God who
created us is creating still and will not abandon us.Imt& nate Word, our Savior Jesus Christ, who in
suffering, dying and rising for our sake, stands in satiganth us, has promised to be with us to the end of the
age. God the Holy Spirit, the very breath of Godusiand in us, is our comforter, companion, inspiratiwh a
guide. In this is our hope, our joy and our peace.



