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The Thirty Eighth Annual Diocesan Convention of the Diocese of Nevada is October 24-26, 2008. St. 
Paul�s Episcopal Church is the host in Elko. The theme, �For the Beauty of the Earth,� was chosen to 
reflect the Province VIII goals and commitment to care for God�s creation.  Christ Church will be one 
of three institutions of the Diocese that will make a presentation about efforts to conserve our earth�s 
resources. 
 
Lay delegates and clergy will be returning to Las Vegas after the convention on Sunday afternoon.  
The Rev�d Rob Nichols, of the Diocese of Dallas, will be officiating and preaching on Sunday 
October 25th and 26th.  Fr. Nichols will be staying at the rectory.  If you have a pastoral emergency, 
please call 702-463-0519. 
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ACOLYTE NEWS 

�
 
As many of you know last week I, and 7 other adults took 13 of our Acolytes to Washington D. C. for 
the 29th National Acolyte Festival, at the National Cathedral.  What a wonderful trip we had, I would 
like to share some of the high points with everyone. We left Las Vegas on Wednesday around 
4:30pm and due to the 4 hour flight and the 3 hour time change, we arrived in Baltimore a little after 
midnight but it was only 9pm our time so it wasn�t to late really! We were met by three shuttle vans 
that whisked us off to the Kellogg Hotel on the Gallaudet University campus in the heart of the DC 
area. The following day at 9:00am we went on a tour of the Capital Building with our own separate 
�VIP� tour guides, (we know people in high places). We woul d like to give a very special thanks to 
Senator Richard Bryan for making this happen. After a quick bite to eat, the next thing we knew we 
were off to the National Zoo. The best were the Red Pandas, snakes, monkeys (large and small), and 
Elephants. I think some people thought we were part of the exhibits!  Friday morning we all boarded 
the sightseeing tour bus to visit the major Monuments.  The 1st stop was the Smithsonian�s Air & 
Space Museum, and then off to Arlington Cemetery to witness the Changing of the Guards. And then 
stopping long enough at Union Station to eat dinner, and then off again to experience the �Capital 
Haunting Walking Tour of Washington D.C.�. During the tour w e stopped in front of the White 
House, we were standing right at the fence facing the front of the White House; the flood lights 
shining made it the most beautiful sight.  Saturday we spent all day at the National Cathedral for the 
Acolyte Festival. I have never seen a more impressive building in my life. The stone carved 
Gargoyles, and huge stained-glass windows were gorgeous. Gail Smith made a new banner for the 
Acolytes to carry along with our other two church banners in the procession of about 2000 other 
Acolytes from all over United States. Our group was awarded for being the furthest traveled group 
and we were given Gargoyle Back Packs.  Jim McCue was awarded for being one of the oldest 
Acolytes attending. How proud we are of you Jim - Way to go!!!  Last but not least, on Sunday 
morning we went on a Potomac River cruise to Mt. Vernon to visit George Washington�s Mansion, 
and Estate. We would also like to give a special thanks to the Christ Church Gift Store, and the Arts 
and Crafts for making this part of our trip possible.  On Monday we all arrived home safe and sound 
(and in one piece)!  WOW! What a great trip!! I am sure everyone feels as I do that we will 
remember this trip for the rest of our lives. I would like to thank everyone who helped prepare, plan 
and financially donate towards this trip.   I can assure you it was absolutely well worth every effort 
we put in to it.   
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An Everflowing Stream�
                                                        Amos 5:24 
  Robert MacAfee Brown said, â��(Religion) provides a norm, a s tandard by which we are rendered dissatisfied with the 
way things are . . . . as a way of liberating us for change.â� �  Karen Armstrong said, spiritual â��experience must be 
incarnated in our behavior toward others . . . . The test of true spirituality is practical compassion.â� � May God ever 
render us dissatisfied, liberate us from complacency, and empower us to be agents of compassionate change in Nevada 
and throughout the world.  Bishop Dan Edwards 

Resolution: GC â��03â�ƒUrge U.S. Congress to pass legislat ion authorizing federal funding for medical 
research on human embryonic stem cells provided that the stem cells meet certain standardsâ�ƒ.  

                                                               STEM CELL RESEARCH  

Stem Cells, totipotential cells, are cells that have the potential to form all the tissues in the 
body, including skin, intestines, brain tissue, everything to make us who we are. All stem cells look 
alike under the microscope but are not the same. Some stem cells can only program for all the types 
of blood cells, another, just muscle cells. 
 The ethical debate is that we do know that stem cells derived  from a fertilized human 
embryo, at the eight cell division stage (blastula) can develop into ALL the cells of the human body. 
The debate revolves around whether these are baby humans, thus, using them for experiments may be 
ethically immoral. Another fear is that a â��Mad Scien tistâ� � will use this technology to create a 
human clone, equally unethical. Hence, use of fertilized human embryos for research is hampered by 
these fears.  
 There are thousands of in-vitro human embryos stored in liquid nitrogen. Many of these will 
never be used, since the donor families have been successful in bearing their desired number of 
children. Is it ethical to use these unused embryos, providing research has the potential for saving and 
prolonging human life, their use has been granted by the parents, and the research is carried out under 
the supervision of established, ethical research committees? Since these stem cells can be 
programmed to produce all of the cells of the human body, research could conceivably cure diabetes, 
repair a severed spinal cord so one may walk again, treat the devastating diseases of the brain, such as 
Parkinsonâ��s disease and schizophrenia, and repair damage d hearts after an attack.  
 There are no clear answers. One concern is that women might become embryo machines 
making embryos for medical treatment. This is unlikely; it is too expensive to harvest eggs from a 
woman, potentially risky, and impossible to meet the expected demands.  
 The question that needs to be answered is alluded to in the beginning. ALL stem cells look 
alike under the microscope. To determine if the stem cells made from skin (where mature skin cells 
are reprogrammed back into stem cells) are the right type of stem cells to do the required job, such as 
to replace lost heart muscle, damaged spinal cords, and pancreatic cells that produce insulin, 
scientists still need the use of in vitro fertilized embryos in order to identify the type of stem cells 
produced from the skin.  
 Research to date has shown positive results. The goal in science is to produce stem cells from 
a patientâ��s own body so that, when transplanted, these  cells will not be rejected and the patient 
will not have to take dangerous drugs to fight rejection.  
   
Ronald L. Hansing  
Staff Pathologist  
Truman VAMC  
Columbia, MO 65201  
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